
 
 

 

 

 

 

Town of Hopkinton 

Notice of Public Hearing 

November 8, 2011 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Hopkinton Planning Board will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 

November 8, 2011, beginning at 6:00 PM in the Hopkinton Town Hall to review the following 

proposed amendments to the Hopkinton Zoning Ordinance: 

 

1. Readopt Section XIII Growth Management and Innovative Land Use Control; 

2. Revise Table of Uses 3.6.A.7, Home Business, Table of Uses 3.6.A.10, Home Occupation, 

and Table of Uses 3.6.A.11, Telecommuting by listing the uses as accessory uses rather 

than principal uses. 

3. Replace subsection 2.1.A.4, Agriculture, Farm, Farming, definition with a revised 

subsection 2.1.A.4 based on revised NH RSA 21:34-a. 

 

A full-text of the proposed amendments is available at the Hopkinton Town Hall, Town Clerk’s 

Office and on the Town’s website www.hopkinton-nh.gov.  

 

Bruce Ellsworth 

Chairman 
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SECTION XIII 
GROWTH MANAGEMENT 

AND 
INNOVATIVE LAND USE CONTROL 

 
13.1    AUTHORITY 
 
The Section is enacted in accordance with RSA both 674:21 and 674:22. 
 
13.2    PURPOSES 
 
The purposes of this section of the Zoning Ordinance are as follows: 

 
(a) Promote the development of an economically sound and environmental stable community which 

considers and balances regional development needs. 
 
(b) Determine, monitor, evaluate, and establish a rate of residential growth in the Town that does not 

unreasonably interfere with the Town’s capacity for planned, orderly, and reasonable expansion of 
its services to accommodate such growth. 

 
(c) Provide a temporary mechanism to allow for phased development of residential projects to 

manage the impact on municipal services. 
 
(d) Provide a temporary mechanism when municipal services are strained or overloaded to reduce the 

rate of residential growth to allow the Town time to correct any deficiencies that have developed. 
 
(e) Protect the health, safety, convenience, and general welfare of the Town’s residents. 

 
13.3    FINDINGS 
 
The Town hereby finds that: 

 
(a) Between 1950 1970 and 1990 2010, the Town’s population increased between 21.5 3.5 and 35 

28.4 percent a decade, a rate significantly higher than Merrimack County. 
 
(b) Hopkinton’s share of Merrimack County’s population increased 2.9 3.72 percent in 1950 1970 to 

4.0 3.82 percent in 1990 2010. 
 
(c) From 1980 2000 to 1990 2010, Hopkinton’s population increased by 24.5 4.7 percent.  In the same 

period, Hopkinton and its seven abutting towns increased their population by 26.7 7.1 percent, 
Merrimack County grew by 22.1 7.5 percent and the State grew by 20.5 6.5 percent. 

 
(d) From 1980 2000 to 1990 2010, the seven abutting towns grew by 26.9 percent and Hopkinton 

grew by 24.5 percent. 
 
(e) The 1990 2010 US Census reported 1,759 2,381 year-round housing units, an increase of 26 7.74 

percent from 1980 2000. 
 
(f) From 1980 2000 to 1990 2010, Hopkinton and its seven abutting towns added 32.7 14.1 percent 

more housing units.  Merrimack County and the State experienced a slightly lower percentage 
increase in housing units. 

 
(g) In 1980 2000, Hopkinton’s population per housing unit was 2.61 2.7 percent.  In 1990 2010, it was 

2.5 2.0 percent.  In Merrimack County, in 1980 2000 the population per housing unit was 2.48 2.7 
percent; it was 2.36 2.9 percent in 1990 2010. 
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(h) Based on building permits, the total housing units in Hopkinton in 1995 2000 was 2,036 2,210, an 
increase of 5.8 7.7 percent since 1990 2010.  During the same time, Merrimack County 
experienced a 10.5 11.2 percent growth. 

 
(i) From 1978 through the writing of the 1987 Master Plan, the Town had a series of growth 

management ordinances which limited the amount of residential permits in order to plan and 
provide for the increased municipal services to accommodate the growth which occurred.  In 1988, 
Hopkinton adopted a Growth Management and Innovative Land Use Control Ordinance. 

 
(j) The Office of State Planning projected Hopkinton’s population for 1990 2010 was is projected to 

be 4,806 and 5,589.  The NH Office of Energy and Planning projects Hopkinton’s population for 
2000 2020 is projected to be 5,073 6,460.  For the year 2010 2030, it is projected to be 5,545 
6,970. 

 
(k) The projected population increase between 1990 2010 and 2000 2020 is 6 9.5 percent and 

between 2000 2020 and 2010 2030 an increase of 8.6 7.9 percent. 
 
(l) The Office of State Planning The NH Office of Energy and Planning estimateds Hopkinton’s 

population in 1996 2020 as was 4,935 6,460 a 2.68 9.5 percent increase from 1990 2010.  From 
1990 2010 to 1996 2020, Hopkinton and the seven abutting towns were is estimated to have 
grown grow by 5.5 9.8 percent, the County by 4.9 9.7 percent and the State by 4.76 6.0 percent. 

 
(m) Hopkinton’s school enrollment for the 1989/90 2003/2004 school year was 851 1,042.  For the 

1997/98 2010/2011 school year, it was 1,006 975.  The total increase was gradual and continuous 
enrollment has fluctuated decreasing 2.3% 6.4 percent or 155 67 students over eight years. 

 
(n) In 1989/90 2003/2004 the Harold Martin Elementary School had an enrollment of 309 271 

students in grades K-3.  In 1997/98 2010/2011 the enrollment was 314 289.  The enrollment 
dropped to 263 in 1992/93.  The total increase of 86 18 students represents a 2.7 4.1 percent 
increase in student population.  In 1988 the Harold Martin School had an addition to accommodate 
any previous class size or space concerns for the primary grade students. 

 
(o) In 1989/90 2003/2004 the Maple Street Elementary School had an enrollment of 206 238 students 

in grades 4-6.  In 1997/98 2010/2011 the enrollment was 261 202.  The enrollment has fluctuated 
over the eight years decreasing 15.1 percent or 36 students over eight years. , the largest increase 
in 1991/1992 of 29 students for a total of 261, and the largest decrease in 1992/93 of 17 students 
for a total of 245.  The total increase of 2.6 percent has been variable. 

 
(p) In 1989/90 2003/2004 the Hopkinton Middle/High School had an enrollment of 336533 in grades 7-

12.  In 1997/982010/2011 the enrollment was 417484.  The enrollment dropped increased to 
326538 in 1991/922006/2007.  Each of the other eight years was continuous growth enrollment 
decreased.  The total increasedecrease of 8149 students represents a 2.49.2 percent 
increasedecrease in population. 

 
(q) The Maple Street Elementary School and the Hopkinton Middle/High School each experienced 

space constraints, especially in the student services programs.  The enrollment projections done 
by various consultants did not reach the actual student growth in attendance numbers. 

 
(r)(q) The Maple Street School had needs for better library space, a music classroom, cafeteria, two 

additional classrooms, a computer lab, an art classroom and administrative space, as many of the 
student services for guidance, health and special education had consumed all available space.  
The entire facility also needed its heating and venting upgraded as well as a sprinkler system 
installed. 

 
(s)(r) The Hopkinton Middle/High School also needed a complete upgrade of its heating and ventilation 

system and a sprinkler system installed. There was also need for a new gymnasium, as the 
current space was no longer adequate, a new kitchen and cafeteria, a better entrance to the site 
and the facility, the library/media center needed to be expanded to accommodate emerging 
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technologies, better administrative areas, additional classrooms and an upgrade of public access 
to meeting space. 

 
(t)(s) In 1997 the Town approved a $6.9 million school construction bond for these renovations and 

additions to the Maple Street Elementary and Hopkinton Middle/High Schools.  As a result, the 7-8 
grades have been separated from the 9-12 grades through redesign of the facility, and several of 
the Middle School classrooms have been enlarged. 

 
(u)(t) Between 19862000 and 19962010, the school share of the property tax ranged between 7568.9 

and 8275.5 percent. 
 
(v)(u) Between 19862000 and 19962010, Hopkinton’s full value tax rate ranged between $16.52 $20.84 

and $32.13 $25.95 according to the Department of Revenue Administration.  In 1995 and 1996, 
the full value tax rate was higher than Merrimack County’s or the State.  In general, for the past 10 
years, the full value tax rate for Hopkinton and Merrimack County was higher than the State. 

 
(w)(v) The full value tax rate of Hopkinton was 616 percent higher than the County and 2630 percent 

higher than the State in 19962010.  In 1995, it was 5 percent higher than the County and 23 
percent higher than the State. 

 
(x)(w) In 2003, the Contoocook Village Precinct is currently making annual made its last payments on a 

$1.1 million bond for the construction of a water filtration plant/pipeline replacement.  The last 
payment is to occur in 2003. 

 
(y)(x) In 1990, the Town authorized is currently making annual payments on an $800,000 bond for the 

construction of the transfer station.  The last payment is to occurred in 2009. 
 
(z)(y) In 1996, the Town authorized a $1,980,000 bond for the closure of the landfill.  Payment of the 

bond is expected to begin began in 1998 with the final payment in 2018. 
 
(aa)(z)In 1997, the Town authorized a bond of $388,000 for the construction of an access road and site 

preparation for playing fields on Town-owned land (former Houston property).  Payment of the 
bond is expected to begin began in 1998 with the final payment in 2003. 

 
(ab)(aa)In 1997, the Town appropriated $1.6 million for the construction of the library, and authorized 

an $850,000 bond to be paid beginning in 1998.  The final payment occurred in 2007. 
 
(ac)(ab)Future anticipated expenses for the Town include the construction of a new or addition to the 

Contoocook Fire Station a new police station. 
 

13.4    INDICATORS OF GROWTH IMPACT 
 
The Town hereby determines that the presence of the following conditions constitutes an indicator of 
growth impact.  An indicator of growth impact occurs when: 

 
(a) The average annual percent increase in building permits for dwelling units in Hopkinton for the 

past five years exceeds the same average of the combined seven abutting communities. 
 
(b) The most recently published average annual percent population growth for Hopkinton as reported 

by the New Hampshire Office of Energy and Planning exceeds the same average of the combined 
seven abutting communities. 

 
(c) The number of public school students enrolled or projected for the coming year for the combined 

schools in the Hopkinton School System exceeds 90 percent of its stated capacity as defined by 
the Hopkinton School Board. 

 
(d) The annual full value tax rate of Hopkinton as reported by the New Hampshire Department of 

Revenue Administration exceeds the average annual full value tax rate of the combined seven 
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abutting communities or Merrimack County for the reporting year.  (For comparison purposes, the 
tax rates will be equalized to full value.) 

 
(e) The number of dwelling units of all projects combined, for which approval is being sought from the 

Planning Board, at any time of reporting, if approved could result in conditions defined by a., b., c., 
or d. above. 

 
(f) The number of public school students enrolled or projected for the coming year for the combined 

schools in the Hopkinton School System exceeds 100 percent of its stated capacity as defined by 
the Hopkinton School Board. 

 
(g) The annual capital expenditures including debt service and capital outlay for combined municipal 

and school expenditures exceeds 20 percent of the total municipal and school department 
expenditures combined. 

 
13.5    PLANNING BOARD MONITORING 
 
It is the responsibility of the Planning Board to monitor growth in the Town and report on the following: 

 
13.5.1    Annual Dwelling Unit Count:    The Planning Board will by February 15 of each year 
report on the total number of dwelling units existing at the end of its previous calendar year.  
Existing units mean all those units previously constructed and occupied plus those units 
constructed and for which certificates of occupancy were issued in the reporting year. 
 
13.5.2    Semi-Annual Reporting:    The Planning Board by July 20 and January 20 (of the next 
year) will report on the number of building permits and certificates of occupancy issued for the 
previous six months for all dwelling units.  In the same report, the Planning Board shall report on 
the status, as appropriate, of any phasing requirements or permit limitations in force in the reporting 
period. 
 
13.5.3    Notice of Growth Impact:    The Planning Board may at any time issue a Notice of 
Growth Impact, if it has determined that any of the conditions in 13.4 exist.  Said notice would 
include a statement of whether those conditions could result in either 13.6 Phasing or 13.7 Permit 
Limitations. 
 
13.5.4    Periodic Reporting:    The Planning Board may at any time it thinks it is appropriate or 
necessary, issue written reports on the status of growth activity in the Town covering such topics as 
the number of dwelling units or lots being proposed for approval, or for which building permits are 
being sought, the condition and capacity of any municipal or school facility, the tax burden existing 
or anticipated on the Town’s residents and/or any other topic affecting or related to the growth or 
finances of the Town. 

 
Pursuant to the monitoring in 13.5.1, 13.5.2, 13.5.3 or 13.5.4, the Planning Board shall make appropriate 
findings of fact, recommendations for action, or take actions provided for in Section XIII of the Zoning 
Ordinance as a result of its monitoring and reporting responsibilities. 

 
13.6    PHASING OF DEVELOPMENTS 
 
If the Planning Board through its monitoring finds that indicator 13.4 a., b., c., d., or e. has occurred then 
the Planning Board may at its discretion issue a Notice of Growth Impact in conformance with 13.5.3 to the 
Board of Selectmen, the Building Inspector, and the general public by posting a notice in the Town Hall.  
The phasing of future residential developments, as provided in RSA 674:21, is to prevent a strain on 
municipal services and therefore, to provide for orderly growth in Town.  Phasing may be implemented as 
provided below: 

 
13.6.1    Phasing Required:    The Planning Board may require the phasing of a development for a 
period up to five years for a project which is proposed to have 50 dwelling units (lots or less.  The 
Planning Board may require a longer period of phasing based on the size of the project and the 
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potential impact of the number of type of units on the municipal services of the Town.  The Planning 
Board shall make appropriate finding of fact to substantiate the need for required phasing. 
 

13.6.2    Effect of Phasing:    Once a phasing plan has been approved by the Planning Board, the 
project shall not be affected by any permit limitations subsequently enacted under the provision of 
Section 13.8.4 of this Ordinance, provided that the developer secures permits for and begins 
substantial construction on the project on the units in each yearly phase.  In the event that 
substantial construction is not undertaken in any yearly phase, then the vesting of that phase shall 
be forfeited and the developer shall be subject to any limitations imposed by 13.8.4.  For the 
purpose of this section, substantial construction shall mean either (a) all dwelling units in that phase 
are constructed to a weather tight condition or (b) 50 percent of all dwelling units in that phase are 
completed and a Certificate of Occupancy has been issued. 

 
13.7    LIMITING THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS 
 
If the Planning Board finds through its monitoring that either a., b., c., d., or e., plus one or more of 
indicators f., or g. has occurred then the Planning Board may at its discretion issue a Notice of Growth 
Impact in conformance with 13.5.3 to the Board of Selectmen, the Building Inspector, and the general 
public by posting a notice in the Town Hall. 

 
13.7.1     Interim Permit Limitation:    Once a Notice of Growth Impact is issued, then no 
residential building permits shall be approved by the Building Inspector until after the hearing in 
Section 13.8 is held and until after the Planning Board has set the number of permits delineated 
13.8.  The Planning Board shall set the number of permits within 45 days of the Notice of Growth 
Impact being issued. 

 
13.8    PROCEDURES FOR PHASING AND PERMIT LIMITATIONS 
 
Once a Notice of Growth Impact pursuant to 13.5.3 has been issued then the following procedures will be 
observed: 

 
13.8.1    Planning Board Findings:    The Planning Board will issue appropriate findings of fact to 
accompany any Notice of Growth Impact issued pursuant to 13.5.3. 
 
13.8.2    Public Hearing:    Prior to invoking 13.6 Phasing or 13.7 Permit Limitations, the Planning 
Board shall hold a public hearing with ten days notice to seek input from the general public. 
 
13.8.3    Determination of Action:    After public hearing in Section 13.8.2, the Planning Board 
shall deliberate and decide whether (a) phasing should be invoked, (b) permit limitations should be 
imposed, or (c) other appropriate action, and issue its decision(s).  Any decision will be issued 
within 45 days of Notice of Growth Impact. 
 
13.8.4    Permit Limitations:    The following provisions shall apply: 
 
(a)  The Planning Board as part of its decisions may specify what limitations are necessary in the 

issuance of permits for residential units up until and during any corrective action is taken by the 
Town and/or School district.  In determining the number of permits to be issued, the Planning 
Board shall consider the severity of the municipal service burden, the amount of capacity 
remaining in the service, and the amount of time needed to correct the service problem.  After 
determining those facts, the planning Board shall set the number of dwelling unit permits that 
can reasonably be issued on an annual basis. 

 
(b) After the public hearing, the Planning Board shall set the number of permits to be issued for the 

one year period following enactment of the limit or such other shorter period as may be 
desirable.  At the end of the year or such other shorter period, the Planning Board shall hold a 
hearing to determine if the permit limitation should be removed or altered.  After making 
findings of fact, the Planning Board may (a) extend the permit limitation, (b) alter the permit 
limitation, or (c) remove the permit limitation. 
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13.8.5    Phasing:    The Planning Board as part of its decision may require phasing in accordance 
with the provisions of Phasing 13.6. 
 
13.8.6    Equitable Distribution:    In order to insure equitable distribution of available permits, no 
individual, partnership, corporation, or other entity or its related or affiliated entities or in the case of 
individuals their relatives or persons associated in business, may receive more than 10 percent of 
the permits or permits for eight units, whichever is less, available during the limitation period. 

 
(a) The Building Inspector shall consult with the Planning Board, and the Planning Board shall 

devise an administrative procedure necessary to insure equitable distribution of available 
dwelling unit permits under guidelines expressed above. 

 
(b) No application for a building permit will be accepted from any person, who in an attempt to 

avoid the building permit limitations of this Ordinance, has failed to pay fair consideration as 
defined by RSA 545:3 or any other person or entity who has the purpose of evasion of the 
limitations of Section 13 of this Ordinance. 

 
13.9    SUNSET 
 
This Ordinance shall expire at the Annual Town Meeting in 2011 2017 unless re-adopted at that meeting.  
The Planning Board shall make recommendations as to the necessity and desirability of re-adopting this 
Ordinance prior to said Annual Town Meeting. 
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3.6    TABLE OF USES DISTRICTS 
A.   RESIDENTIAL USES R-4 R-3 R-2 R-1 B-1 M-1 VR-1 VB-1 VM-1 W-1 
 
1. Single family detached dwelling. P P P P X S P S S 
 
2. Two family dwelling. S S P P S S P S S 
 
3. Multi-family dwelling with a maximum X X S P S X S S X 
 of eight (8) dwelling units per building. 
 
4. Manufactured Housing on individual X X X X X X X X X 
 lots. 
 
5. Manufactured Housing Park in X S S S X X S X X 
 accordance with Section IX of this  
 ordinance. 
 
6. Manufactured Housing Subdivision. P P P P X X S X X 
 
7. Home Business in accordance with S S S S S S S P P 

Section III, paragraph 3.7.3, except 
for the VB-1 and VM-1 districts.  Site 
Plan Review required in all districts.  

 
8. 7.Congregate Care Housing. X X S S S X S S X 
 
9. 8.Affordable Housing Option. X P P P X X P X X 
 

8. Home Occupation in accordance with P P P P P P P P P 
Section III, paragraph 3.7.5. 
 

9. Telecommuting in accordance with P P P P P P P P P 
Section III, paragraph 3.7.5. 
 

B.  TEMPORARY RESIDENTIAL USES 
 
1. Non-profit overnight and day camps and S S S X X X X X X 

cottage colonies. 
 
2. Bed and Breakfast Home in accordance S S S S P X S P X 
 with Section III, Paragraph 3.7.2 and 
 3.7.4. 
 
3. Bed and Breakfast Inn in accordance S S S S P X S P X 

with Section III, Paragraphs 3.7.2 and 
3.7.6. 
 

4. Hotels, Motels, Inns. X X X X P S X P S 
 
C.   OUTDOOR/RECREATIONAL USES 
 
1. Forestry, wildlife, timber preserves, P P P P P P P P P 

reservoirs, and nature study areas, 
conservation areas and preserved or 
protected open space. 

 
2. Public parks and playgrounds. P P P P P P P P P 
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3.6    TABLE OF USES     DISTRICTS 
H.     ACCESSORY USES (cont,) R-4 R-3 R-2 R-1 B-1 M-1 VR-1 VB-1 VM-1 W-1 
 
4. Newsstand, barbershop, dining room or X X S S P P S P P 

cafeteria and similar accessory services 
primarily for occupants or users thereof 
within a hotel, office, industrial building, 
hospital or transportation terminal  
facility. 
 

5. Accessory off-street parking loading P P P P P P P P P 
spaces as required in Section VI. 
 

6. Filling of water or wet area S S S S S S S S S 
(see Section XII) 
 

7. Seasonal greenhouse or farm stand S S S S S P S S P 
selling goods primarily raised on the 
premises. 
 

8. Construction trailer(s) for a construction P P P P P P P P P 
project provided a permit is secured from 
the Board of Selectmen under conditions 
they may prescribe. 
 

9. Temporary housing as a result of an P P P P P P P P P 
emergency situation provided a permit 
is secured from the Board of Selectmen 
under conditions they may prescribe. 
 

10. Child Care Family Home in accord. P P P P P P S S S 
with Section III, Paragraph 3.7.7. 
 

11. Child Care Family Group Home in S S S S S S S S S 
accordance with Section III, 
paragraph 3.7.7. 
 

12. Small Wind Energy Systems in P P P P P P P P P 
accordance with paragraph 3.11. 
 

13. Home Business in accordance with S S S S S S S P P 
Section III, paragraph 3.7.3, except 
for the VB-1 and VM-1 districts.  Site 
Plan Review required in all districts.  
 

14. Home Occupation in accordance with P P P P P P P P P 
Section III, paragraph 3.7.5. 
 

15. Telecommuting in accordance with P P P P P P P P P 
Section III, paragraph 3.7.5. 
 

3.7    SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
 
The following provisions shall apply, as appropriate, to the Table of Uses, Section 3.6, of this Ordinance. 

 
3.7.1   Other Provisions:   All uses permitted by right or by special exception are subject to all other 
pertinent provisions of this Ordinance. 
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SECTION II 
DEFINITIONS 

 
2.1    DEFINITIONS 
 
Except where specifically defined herein, the words used in this Ordinance shall carry their customary 
meaning.  Words used in the present tense include the future; the singular number includes the plural, the 
plural the singular; the words “used” or “occupied” include the words “designed,” “arranged,” “intended,” 
or “offered,” to be used or occupied; the words “building,” “structure,” “lot,” “land” or “premises” shall be 
construed as though followed by the words “or any portion thereof” and the word “shall” is always 
mandatory and not merely directory.  Terms and words defined in the Hopkinton Building Code, if any, or 
Subdivision Regulations or Site Plan Review Regulations shall have the meaning given therein unless a 
contrary intention clearly appears.  Words not defined in either place shall have the meaning given in 
Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, Third Edition.  Uses listed in the Table of Use Regulations under the 
classes Retail and Service Trades and Wholesale Trade and Manufacturing shall be further defined by 
the Standard Industrial Classification Manual published by the U.S. Bureau of Census.  The following 
words are specifically defined: 
 

2.1.A.1   Abutter:  Abutter means any person whose property adjoins or is directly across the street 
or stream from the land under consideration.  For purposes of receiving testimony only, and not for 
purposes of notification, the term abutter shall include any person who is able to demonstrate that 
his land will be directly affected by the proposal under consideration. 
 
2.1.A.2   Accessory Building:  A detached building whose purpose is subordinate to that of the 
main building.  For the purpose of this Ordinance a breezeway, a garage or a carport that is attached 
directly, or by means of another structure, to the main building shall be regarded as an integral part 
of the main building. 
 
2.1.A.3   Administrative Officer:   The Building Inspector, Town of Hopkinton, New Hampshire. 
 
2.1.A.4   Agriculture, Agritourism, Farm, Farmers’ Market, Farming:   

 
(I) The word "farm" means any land, buildings, or structures on or in which agriculture and 

farming activities are carried out or conducted and shall include the residence or 
residences of owners, occupants, or employees located on such land. Structures shall 
include all farm outbuildings used in the care of livestock, and in the production and storage 
of fruit, vegetables, or nursery stock; in the production of maple syrup; greenhouses for the 
production of annual or perennial plants; and any other structures used in operations 
named in paragraph II of this section. 

 
(II) The words “agriculture” and “farming” mean all operations of a farm, including: 

(a)(1)    The cultivation, conservation, and tillage of the soil. 
(2) The use of and spreading of commercial fertilizer, lime, wood ash, sawdust, 

compost, animal manure, septage and, where permitted by municipal and state 
rules and regulations, other lawful soil amendments. 

(3) The use of and application of agricultural chemicals. 
(4) The raising and sale of livestock, which shall include, but not be limited to, dairy 

cows and the production of milk beef animals, swine, sheep, goats, as well as 
domesticated strains of buffalo or bison, llamas, alpacas, emus, ostriches, yaks, elk 
(Cervus elphus canadensis), fallow deer (Dama dama), red deer (Cervus elphus), 
and reindeer (Rangifer tarandus). 

(5) The breeding, boarding, raising, training, riding instruction, and selling of equines. 
(6) The commercial raising, harvesting, and sale of fresh water fish or other aquaculture 

products. 
(7) The raising, breeding, or sale of poultry or game birds. 
(8) The raising of bees. 
(9) The raising, breeding, or sale of domesticated strains of fur-bearing animals. 
(10) The production of greenhouse crops. 
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(11) The production, cultivation, growing, harvesting, and sale of any agricultural, 
floricultural, viticultural, forestry, or horticultural crops including, but not limited to, 
berries, herbs, honey, maple syrup, fruit, vegetables, tree fruit, grapes, flowers, 
seeds, grasses, nursery stock, sod, trees and tree products, Christmas trees grown 
as part of a commercial Christmas tree operation, trees grown for short rotation tree 
fiber, compost, or any other plant that can be legally grown and harvested 
extensively for profit or subsistence. 

 
(b)  Any practice on the farm incident to, or in conjunction with such farming operations, 

including, but not necessarily restricted to: 
(1) Preparation for market, delivery to storage or to market, or to carriers for 

transportation to market of any products or materials from the farm.   
(2) The transportation to the farm of supplies and materials. 
(3) The transportation of farm workers. 
(4) Forestry or lumbering operations. 
(5) The marketing or selling at wholesale or retail, on-site and off-site, where permitted 

by local regulations, any products from the farm. 
(6) Irrigation of growing crops from private water supplies or public water supplies 

where not prohibited by state or local rule or regulation. 
(7) The use of dogs for herding, working, or guarding livestock, as defined in RSA 

21:34-a, II (a) (4). 
(8) The production and storage of compost and the materials necessary to produce 

compost, whether such materials originate, in whole or in part, from operations of 
the farm. 

 
(III) A farm roadside stand shall remain an agricultural operation and not be considered 

commercial, provided that at least 35 percent of the product sales in dollar volume is 
attributable to products produced on the farm or farms of the stand owner. 

 
(IV) Practices on the farm shall include technologies recommended from time to time by the 

University of New Hampshire cooperative extension, the New Hampshire department of 
agriculture, markets, and food, and appropriate agencies of the United States Department of 
Agriculture. 

 
(V) The term “farmers’ market” means an event or series of events at which two (2) or more 

vendors of agricultural commodities gather for purposes of offering for sale such 
commodities to the public.  Commodities offered for sale must include, but are not limited to, 
products of agriculture, as defined in paragraphs I-IV.  “Farmers’ market” shall not include 
any event held upon any premises owned, leased, or otherwise controlled by any individual 
vendor selling therein. 

 
(VI) The term “agritourism” means attracting visitors to a working farm for the purpose of eating 

a meal, making overnight stays, enjoyment of the farm environment, education on farm 
operations, or active involvement in the activity of the farm which is ancillary to the farm 
operations. 

 
(VII)(V) For purposes of this Ordinance, slaughter houses, rendering plants, or tanneries are not 

considered as falling within this definition. 
 
2.1.A.5   Alteration:   Any construction, reconstruction or other action resulting in a change in the 
structural parts of height, number of stories or exits, size, number of units, use or location of a 
building or other structure. 
 


